
The Mountains to Sea 
Conservation Trusts’ Origin Story



Nga Maunga ki te Moana

Established in 2002 with just 

$10!



The objective:

A Charitable Trust is hereby established for the purpose of achieving the following 
outcomes.

(a) Environmental educational strategies, programs, resources and community 
engagement activities will be created, fostered and offered to the community. 

(b) Advocate directly within communities and with Government for the establishment 
of a system of conservation measures and biodiversity protection areas. 

(c) Support and create opportunities for young environmental professionals to work 
and engage with schools and communities in environmental education and 
ecological restoration and conservation management. 

(d) Foster and support the pursuit of scientific research, understanding and traditional 
knowledge of aquatic ecosystems and biodiversity. Ensure that the results of the 
research are disseminated in the community. 

(e) Provide technical, scientific assistance to the community, schools and 
environmental advocacy groups for the purpose of furthering the aims of the Trust.



In the following two years NMKTM got some 
new recruits and went national…



In 2005 we changed our name, got 
a new logo and started thinking 

much more long-term..





People came and went but the 
essence of the trust remained…

And this is what it looks like today…





Non-Consulting 
Trustees

Vince Kerr
Biologist and Marine 

Conservation Campaigner

Dr. Roger Grace
Marine Biologist 
and photographer

Sioux Campbell
Environmental Public Relations 

Specialist

Hilton Leith
Chairperson

Businessman and 
Commercial Diver



Consulting Trustees

Samara Nicholas 
Environmental Social 

Entrepreneur and Trust 
Programme Director

Kim Jones
WBC National Coordinator and 

Trust Secretary





MTSCT Nthld/AKLD Consultants

Lorna Doogan
EMR and WBC Auckland Regional 

Coordinator

Jasmine Pirini
WBC Coordinator

Nicki Wakefield
Regional WBC Coordinator

Soozee McIntyre
WBC Coordinator

Harriet Thomas
WBC and EMR CoordinatorElle Gibson

EMR Coordinator



Finding the essence

• The Storyteller

• The Seeker

• The Creator

• The Mentor

• The Rebel

• The Companion

• The Caregiver



EMR

•Celebrate the Sea event - 2003

YouTube Clip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eldqUZJFfj4


2009



YouTube clip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GAWmkpLwO8






He kakano



WBC

Over 3000 hours of volunteer 

time contributed to freshwater

monitoring,  clean ups and 

planting or 4 kilometres of the 

Waitaua Awa’s riparian land 









DTH






