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Ngā mihinui ki a koutou! 

Overview 
• Context for citizen science 
• Whitebait Watch overview 
• iNaturalist project 
• Data fields and access 
 

• Feedback invited! 
-  data fields / database / viewing records 

 -  guidance materials to support 
 

• Q & A 
 
 

 



Why monitor īnanga?  
 

• Declining species … 
and biggest contributor to whitebait catch 

• Very specific locations used for spawning 
• Easy to damage/degrade these sites 

 … could be easy to protect? 
 

• High turnover (~yearly life cycle) means each 
season’s whitebait rely on last season’s eggs 
 

OF INTEREST TO 

Scientists / planners / policy makers / community! 
 

 
 



Īnanga methods development 
2020  
CITIZEN & COMMUNITY SCIENCE 

• Whitebait Watch database & assessment kit 
 

2021 
TECHNICAL GUIDANCE UPDATE 

• Review of spawning survey protocols 
• DOC guidance for standardised survey 

methods 
- methods / data fields for detailed studies 
- incorporate historical records 

 

FUTURE! 

• Re-establish a national database in 
collaboration with potential users! 

 
 



Īnanga  spawning: 
current state of knowledge 

 
• 565 spawning sites in National Īnanga  

Spawning Database (NISD) 
• NISD inactive since 2004 

 - but surveys have happened since 
 

We need  
• lots more observations! 
• pull together what we have 
• consistency going forward … 
 

Community & citizen science can help! 
 

 



Whitebait Watch - database & guidance  
for community & citizen science 

 
Covers: 
• Where to look 
• What measurements to take 
• How and where to store data 
• How to access and view records 

 
 

Supports and consolidates community-based 
monitoring efforts 
 

 
 



Draws on previous guidance 



What are we talking about here? 

lots of eggs! 

eggs! 



Whitebait Watch project 
 

NISD records 
www.inaturalist.org/projects/whitebait-watch 



Whitebait Watch project 
 

NISD records 

Data entry screen 

project-
specific 
fields 



Whitebait Watch project 
 

NISD records 

optional 
data 
fields 



Whitebait Watch data fields  
 

General info 
• Organisation / group 
• Catchment + subcatchment 
• Description of survey reach 
• River bank side (left/right) 
• Length of reach surveyed 
• Threats 
 

Spawning site data 
• Length of site 
• Spawning area 
• Egg number 
• Habitat type 
 



Whitebait Watch data fields  
 

Fish observations 
• Sampling method 
• Number of fish 
• Spawning fish observed (Y/N) 
 

 
 



Whitebait watch data fields   
Viewing your records 
• Use search function in iNaturalist using 

Projects, Species, Places, or Tags  

 
 

search using 
the Filters 



Whitebait Watch data fields   
Viewing your records 
• Example search on ‘Christchurch’ as a ‘Place’ 



Q & A !  
 

• What do you think of the data 
fields? 

• Have we missed anything? 
• Too much info to enter? 
• What extra guidance would you 

need? 
 

 
 



Thanks! 
Contact:  

s.orchard@waterlink.nz 

      (021) 318548 

mailto:s.orchard@waterlink.nz

